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NEIGHBORHOOD NEWS is published by Los Duranes Neighborhood Association (LDNA). All residents,
landowners, businesses & institutions in the area bounded on the south by I-40, the east by Alameda drain, the
north by Thomas Village/The Meadows, and the west by the Rio Grande are eligible for membership in LDNA.
We are the only City recognized neighborhood association in Duranes. Annual dues are $5 per household or
$20 per business. General meetings are held on the 3rd Wednesday of each odd-numbered month. Fill out the
information below and send your dues to LDNA Treasurer: Carolyn Stewart, 1714 Gabaldon Road NW,
Albuquerque NM 87104. MAKE CHECKS TO: LDNA

PLEASE NOTE:  The names appearing in Who’s Due are NOT a role of shame!  The list is a reminder for 
renewing neighborhood association membership.  Everyone in Los Duranes will see their name in this list once 
a year when it’s time for them to pay their dues again.  Thanks for your understanding and support.

WHO’S DUE
Alarid, K; Allen, K; Anaya, T; Anderson, Libby; Apodaca, J; Barnarr, K; Bennett Brenda; Bernhard, J; Callirhoe, 
L; Casaus, G&G; Chavez, L; Cook, M&Maeder K; Cordova, J; Eaton, P; Gaines, Sanford; Gentz, Ned; Golding, 
R.; Gorman, J&M; Griffin, Donna; Gurule, Robert; Guiterrez, Jo; Hecht, Frances; Herrera R; Johnson, Kyle; 
Johnston, R&M; Kosmicki Claire; LaBarre, Paul; Lara, J&Brown, K; Lawlor, Virginia; Leyba, Jake; Lopez Jesse; 
Lopez, Jesse jr; Lopez Julie; Lucas Margaret; Lujan Ralph&R; Maestas, R & Patterson, C; March, Thomas; Marin 
R & Long P; Lopez-Romero, Gus & Nancy; McCulloch, Barney; Meadows, Richard; Melendres Art; Menendez, 
Barbara; Meyer Grant; Miera R; Morrison L& Hackel T; Murnane, Mary; Nuzzo, Sam; Oglesby, Adrian; Perrigo 
Mara; Romero, Gill; Sanchez Juanita; Schoonover, Bev; Sweeters, S; Souza John; Titus G; Tolman, Kevin; 
Torres Martin; Turnipseed, J;  Whiting Michael; Williams, Richard; Winters, Richard; Worden, J

www.littleshopsonriogrande.com
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NEXT MEETING WEDNESDAY, May 15, 2019 AT 6:30pm
Los Duranes Community Center

LDNA is on facebook

LDNA is hosting a Candidates Forum for Position No. 1 (At-Large) and Position No. 
2 (Bernalillo County) in the Middle Rio Grande Conservancy District Board Elec-
tions.  Candidates for Position No. 1 are the incumbent Glen Duggins and challeng-
er Barbara Baca.  The only candidate for Position No. 2 is incumbent John P. Kelly.

Election day is Tuesday, June 4, 2019.  This election is easy to overlook because 
only a relatively small group of people can vote, i.e., property owners with the Valley 
area of Albuquerque and Bernalillo County.  This includes all of Los Duranes.  In 
this time of drought and water restrictions, it is vitally important that you vote.  The 
MRGCD operates and maintains the irrigation ditches and drains that serve Los 
Duranes.

Absentee voting started on Thursday, April 25th and lasts until Saturday, June 1st.  For an absentee 
ballot application: call (505) 247-0234; by e-mail from Automated Election Services 
mrgcd@electionpeople.com; or simply print one out from the MRGCD website (www.mrgcd.com), fill 
it out, and return it.  Notarization of absentee ballots is now longer required.  In-person Early Voting 

starts Monday, May 20th until Saturday, June 1st.  A complete list of early voting sites can be accessed 
at www.mrgcd.com.  These locations will be open Monday thru Friday from 8:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. and 
on Saturday June 1, 2019 from 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. Be further advised that May 27, 2019 is a 
Federal Holiday and “ALL” Early Voting Sites will be closed.

Election date is Tuesday, June 4, 2019.  The polls are open from 7:00am to 7:00pm.  The closest 
voting site for Los Duranes residents would be Valley High School, 1505 Candelaria Road NW 87107.  
A complete list of election day voting sites can be accessed at www.mrgcd.com.

Again, it is especially important for Los Duranes residents to make their voices heard by voting in this 
election.  Did you know that our Duranes Acequia has been in continuous operation for over 300 
years?  The history and traditions and character of Los Duranes are still based and shaped by the 
acequias that meander through our beloved neighborhood.  Get out and vote to make sure this 
wonderful tradition and essential source continues for another 300 years.

LDNA IS HOSTING MRGCD CANDIDATES FORUM 



LDNA has its own website: losduranesneighborhoodassociation.home.blog.  Also, there is a link 
to the LDNA website at www.cabq.gov/neighborhoods.  Our website has current and eventually past 
copies of the Los Duranes Neighborhood News.  There are also links to the monthly District 2 Newsletter 
we receive from our City Councilor Ike Benton; to the monthly newsletter from the COA Office of 
Neighborhood Coordination; and to the monthly newsletters from BCSO and APD.  There is also a link 
to LDNA’s FaceBook page.  Please check it out! 

LDNA has its own email address: losduranesneighborhood@gmail.com.  All communication to 
LDNA should be sent to our new email address.  You will still receive LDNA emails from William C. 
Herring using billherring@comcast.net but we are in the process of switching everything over to our 
new email address.  If you already get emails from LDNA, you’re already on the email list and don’t 
have to do anything.  If you don’t and want to get on the LDNA email list, sent an email to 
losduranesneighborhood@gmail.com with your name and address with a subject line of “put me on 
the LDNA email list”.  

LDNA NEIGHBORHOOD NEWS HAS GONE DIGITAL!!

Los Duranes resident Colin Baugh wants to establish an acequia association here in Los Duranes.  
Colin may be reached at colinbaugh505@gmail.com or (505) 280-9096.  The first meeting of the 
Los Duranes Acequia Association will be held on Saturday, June 1, 2019 at 1:00pm under the 
shade structure at the west end of Los Duranes Park.  An acequia association would be another 
method for residents to make their voices be heard.  The acequia system threading through the 
neighborhood is a valued reminder of agriculture’s importance to the original settlers and to today’s 
residents. The Duranes Acequia is a major ditch that flows from the northeast corner of the neighbor-
hood, through its core to the southern boundary. There are also two lateral ditches, the Pierce Lateral 
and the Los Anayas Wasteway that flow west from the Duranes Acequia to the Albuquerque Riverside 
Drain. These lateral ditches provide water to many residential parcels with agricultural uses and 
heritage trees.  According to the Los Duranes Sector Development Plan, the named ditches/acequias, 
laterals and drains, including associated easements, are facilities where MRGCD has, at minimum, 
an agreement for maintenance and access.  They may not be owned in fee simple by MRGCD. The 
Duranes Acequia and the laterals feed smaller acequias that may be maintained communally or 
individually by property owners. 

An organized acequia association in Los Duranes would be able to speak with one voice to MRGCD 
or anyone else concerning irrigation and ditch-related issues.  Those issues include but are not limited 
to keeping open the ditches we currently have, maintaining and improving our existing ditches, 
establishing walking paths along appropriate ditches, eliminating criminal activity that goes on along 

ACEQUIA ASSOCIATION FORMING IN LOS DURANES

LEGISLATIVE UPDATE

State Representative Javier Martinez will be at our meeting to discuss the recently 
completed legislative session.  He represents the Los Duranes area in the New Mexico 
House of Representatives.  The 60-day session produced a lot of new laws, some of 
which were sponsored by Rep. Martinez.  He will provide a summary of actions pertinent 
to Los Duranes and hopefully answer your questions.  

 

RIDE YOUR BIKE TO WORK DAY IS FRIDAY, MAY 17TH 

On Friday, May 17th, ride your bike to work and pick up free coffee, food, t-shirts, 
Albuquerque bike path maps, and other cycling gear (available from 6:30am-
8:30am) from the many rest stops set up across the city along the various bike 
paths.  Ride your bike to work and discover a new way to commute.  There are two 
of these rest stops near Los Duranes: [1] Bosque Trail at I-40 (Bosque Trail parking 
lot at the west end of Gabaldon Place NW); and [2] Bosque Trail at Tingley Beach.  

The 2019 National Senior Olympic Games will be held in Albuquerque from 

June 14th-25th and they need your help!  10,000+ athletes from all over the 
country are coming to town to compete in 20 different sporting events that will 
be held at different venues all over town.  Nearly 3,000 volunteers are needed 
to make this event a huge success for Albuquerque.  Energetic, dedicated 
individuals are needed for scorekeeping, hospitality, venue coordination, regis-
tration, and much more.  To volunteer and be part of this exciting event, call 
(505) 210-1930 or e-mail: volunteer@nsga.com or go to nmseniorolympics.org 
and scroll down to the volunteer section.  

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED FOR NATIONAL SENIOR OLYMPIC GAMES

LOS DURANES COMMUNITY CENTER NEWS FLASH!!

LDCC is expanding its hour of operation.  LDCC will soon be opening up every weekday morning 

at 7:30am (starting June 10th)!  And the Saturday hours of operation will be shifted to one hour earlier.  

Beginning June 10th, the Center’s expanded hours of operation will be as follows:

Monday-Thursday: 7:30am-8:00pm;
Fridays: 7:30am-6:00pm; and
Saturday: 9:00am-1:00pm
Sunday: Closed

Special thanks to Carol Pierce, Director of the Department of Family & Community Services; and to 
Brittani Torres, Los Duranes Community Director, for making this requested change happen.  There’s 
even more time now to enjoy the many activities offered there: yoga, pickleball, tai chi chih, and 
basketball.  And more time to utilize the fitness center, game room, and computer lab.  Contact LDCC 
at 505-797-5800 for all questions or email Brittani Torres at btorrez@cabq.gov.  

LDCC will be closed from May 26th to June 9th.  In preparation for the 2019 Summer Recreation 

Program, all city community centers will be closed from May 26th through June 9th for employee 
training and facility maintenance.  It will resume its new expanded business hours (as set forth above) 
on Monday, June 10, 2019. 


