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LosDuranes,oneof Albuquerque's 
oldest neighborhoods has a long 
and interesting history . The 
community is located between 
Rio Grande Boulevard and the 

·river, north of Interstate 40, and 
south of the new developments of 
Thomas Village and The Meadows. 

PRE-HISPANIC TIMES 

By about the year 1300, the Middle Rio 
Grande Valley had a large Native 
population, with perhaps 15,000 people 
living between Bernalillo and Isleta. 
They were farmers with a rich ceremo
nial life. Today, one can still unearth 
pottery shards when digging in Los 
Duranes. 

THE SPANISH PRESENCE 

In 1706 a group of settlers from 
Bernalillo moved south and founded La 
Villa de San Felipe de Neri de 
Alburquerque. 1 The villa was chartered 
by Don Francisco Cuervo y Valdes, then 
Governor of what is now New Mexico. 
Cuervo y Valdes was operating under 
the auspices of King Phillip of Spain and 

' .The Villa De Alburquerque lost its extra 'r' at some unknown point 
in the nineteenth century. 



the Duke of Albuquerque , Viceroy of 
New Spain. The patron saint of the 
new town was San Felipe Neri, a 
Sixteenth-century Italian priest and 
reformer. 

Albuquerque was not the compact 
town one thinks of as a villa. Rather, 
it was largely a collection of farms 
straggling along the Rio Grande. In 
1776, Fray Francisco wrote of the 
town: "The rest of what is called 
Alburquerque extends upstream to 
the north, and all of it is a settlement 
of farms on the meadows of the river 
for the distance of a league. "2 A letter 
written by Fray Manuel Trigo in 1754 
describes their arrangements, " ... the 
settlers, who inhabit it (the Villa de 
Alburquerque) on Sunday, do not live 
there. They must stay on their 
ranches to keep watch over their corn 
fields. "3 As all territory south of 
present -day Candelaria Boulevard 
was considered part of the village, Los 
Duranes began life as a part of the 
sprawling Villa de Alburquerque. 

By the end of the Eighteenth-century 
there were several little plazas strung 
along the river North of Old Town, 

Quoted in 
'Simmons. Marc. Albuquerque: A Narrative History, University of New Mexico Press, Albuquerque, NM, 1982. p.91 
'Stanley, Francis, The Duke City: The Story of Albuquerque, Pampa Print Shop, Pampa, Texas, 1963, p.12 
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including the closest, La Plaza de Senor 
San Jose de Los Duranes. Los Duranes, 
founded by the Duran family, headed 
by famer and widower Vicente Duran, 
probably began to develop its separate 
identity around the middle of the 
1700's. The Spainish census of 1790 
counted twenty-seven families in the 
plaza of Los Duranes, 120 inhabitants in 
all. As marriages between the Spanish 
and local Native Americans were not 
uncommon, Los Duranes was from its 
earliest years a community of mixed 
ethnic heritage. 

Life in Los Duranes in those days 
was lived at the subsistence level. 
Families made, grew or bartered for all 
their needs. The 1790 census lists Julian 
Garcia, a farmer worth $2000, as its 
richest inhabitant. Farmers grew corn, 
Castillian wheat, chile, squash, onions 
and punche ( a native tobacco smoked in 
cornhusk cigarettes), peaches, apricots, 
plums and apples. They cultivated 
vineyards and made wine from their 
grapes. Sheep ranching was also 
common. Los Duranes acted as a 
breadbasket for Albuquerque. 

In 1706 the Duranes acequia, or irriga
tion ditch, was established to aid in the 
irrigation of crops. A mayordomo, or 
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ditch boss, was elected by the community to allocate the water, and to oversee 
the annual cleaning and maintenance of the irrigation ditches. The acequia 
madre, or mother ditch, 2.9 miles in length, is still used today, though now under 
the auspices of the Middle Rio Grande Conservancy District. In order that each 
child could inherit a piece of land with access to the life-giving water, fields were 
sliced into long narrow strips, so each abutted an irrigation ditch. This land 
division pattern is still visible today in Los Duranes. 

By the time New Spain came under the control of Mexico in 1821, the census 
listed a population of 2,547 for Los Duranes. 

The American flag was raised over New Mexico in 1846 by General Stephen 
Watts Kearny. He was charged with "protecting the territory from Indians", an 
odd notion suggesting that politicians thousands of miles away to the east had 
little regard for the fact that the Native Americans were the original inhabitants 
of the land, and by now were for the most part living peaceably side by side with 
the Spainish settlers. 

The Americans introduced Albuquerque's first cash economy. Although this 
offered more employment opportunities, it forever changed the traditional 
Hispanic Culture along the Rio Grande. When the railroad reached Albuquerque 
in 1880, a new town sprung up around the railroad claiming the name "Albu
querque". "New Town" boomed with Midwestern ideas, architecture, and styles. 
There were now de facto, two Albuquerques. However, Old town continued to 
maintain its traditional way of life. Ironically it was not annexed by Albuquer
que until 1949. 

The 1860 census lists Los Duranes as one of the villages north of Old Town, 
linked by the Camino Real, the ancient road from Mexico City to Santa Fe, which 
followed present-day Rio Grande Boulevard, switching over to what is now 



Guadalupe Trail and from there 
continuing north along Fourth Street 
and beyond. 

Los Duranes Chapel, located just off 
Rio Grande Boulevard, was built in 
1890 on land donated by Maria 
Jaramillo. A modest two room 
building of adobe and terrones, (sod 
bricks), it was nonetheless large 
enough to serve the entire community. It 
was used regularly for loc.il christenings, 
communions, weddings, funerals and 
fiestas until a new church was built 
further north on Los Luceros Road in 
the 1960's. A mission of San Felipe de 
Neri Church in Old Town, the chapel 
is dedicated to its patron saint and 
intercessor, San Jose. It is one of five 
little-altered late Nineteenth-century 
chapels remaining in the city and is 
listed on both the state and national 
historic registers. The annual fiesta, 
in honor of San Jose, was originally 
celebrated on January 19th, but as the 
weather was frequently inclement at 
that time of year, the fiesta is now 
held on March 19th. 

Little formal education was available 
in the area until the late nineteenth 
century. In 1882, the Sisters of Charity 
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founded a public day school which became St. 
Vincents' Academy for girls . They also established 
schools in Barelas and Los Duranes. In 1881 the US 
Indian Training School (known commonly as the 
Albuquerque Indian School) opened in rented quarters 
in Los Duranes, a mile north of Old Town Plaza. The 
school moved in 1882 to a sixty-six acre farm a half
mile east of Los Duranes. Until the founding of Los 
Duranes Elementary School around 1919, children who 
went to school had to walk to Old Town to San Felipe 
de Neri Parochial School or to Old Town School. Then 
they walked home for lunch and back again. The 
original Los Du~naes elementary school consisted of 
two rooms, with two teachers and 45 students, and 
spanned eight grades. It graduated its first class in 
1927. The old school was heated by coal or wood, 
burned in large stoves, that were stoked by the older 
students. A measure of the stability of the neighbor
hood can be found in the number of families in which 
at least three generations have attended Los Duranes 
Elementary School. 

Not many other old buildings remain in Los Duranes, 
as the wandering river and its not infrequent floods 
tended to wipe them out. In 1884 a dike north of 
Alameda stemmed some of the river 's wandering, but 
did not adequately protect the old adobe placitas along 
the river. At times the east side of Gabaldon Road was 
also the east bank of the river! As changes in the 
climate and continued irrigation raised the salt levels 
and silt built up,the water table along the river rose, 
turning arable land into swamps. In the flood of May, 

1874, Los Duranes residents were reduced to riding 
around in boats and composed a song about it. By the 
1900s half the North Valley land was alkali, marsh, 
sandhills or sagebrush. The wandering river created 
swamps known as 'Yazoos'. This situation only grew 
worse until 1930 when the Middle Rio Grande Conser
vancy District (MRGCD), established in 1925, began a 
massive project which drained the swamps and con
trolled the river. In January of 1935 the MRGCD ac
quired the Duranes Community Acequia in an agree
·ment signed by Andres Jaramillo and Tomas G. Garcia of 
Los Duranes. Once again, fields along the river in Los 
Duranes were arable, and houses were safe from floods. 

The dawn of the twentieth century found Los Duranes 
still a rural backwater. Rio Grande Boulevard was a 
narow dirt track until the 1930's. There were seven 
dairies in the vincinity. During World War II several 
families of Japanese heritage, dispossessed of their land 
in California, took up farming in Los Duranes. They 
returned west at war's end, with the exception of one 
family, at least one of whose descendants still lives in 
Albuquerque . 

Residents of Los Duranes continued to devise their own 
amusements, mostly centered around extended families 
and the church. Livelier entertainment was to be found 
at dances held regularly at the Old Town Society Hall ,, 
located at the corner of Rio Gande Boulevard and 
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Central Avenue. Los Duranes boasted two dance halls of 
its own; one, a decorous venue belonging to the Springer 
family, built along Rio Grande Boulevard, and the other, 
the Lucero dance hall, rather less formal, located at the 
itersection of Los Luceros Road and Camilo Lane. 

Many of the people who live in Los Duranes today are 
direct decendants of the families who lived here long ago, 
not only Durans, but Gabaldons, Luceros, Garcias and 
others. A number of the street names in the community 
today reflect the presence of those families, such as 
Gabaldon, Los Luceros, Los Anayas, and Duranes Roads. 
However the neighborhood continued to be of mixed 
ethnic heritage, with Anglos, living amoungst the His
panic population, also reflected in local street names,such 
as Zickert and Rice. After World War II a new infusion of 
neighbors moved in, many from small villages beyond the 
Manzano mountains. However, Los Duranes continued 
to be largely ignored and neglected by the citizens and 
government of Albuquerque as a whole. Services were 
slow to be extended, and as late as 1979 major roads in the 
community still were not paved. Sewers and hook-ups to 
city water came even later to many households. 

Although the neighborhood has now been 'discovered', 
and is seeing increased development, it continues to have 
a strong sense of community, and its neighborhood 
association, founded in 1988, is one of the city's stronger 
ones, perhaps because many of its residents today are 
descendents of the original founding families, or those 
who followed soon after. The neighborhood maintains its 
semi-rural ambience, with fields of chile and alfalfa 



surrounding the new houses going up. Cows, 
horses, rabbits - even the odd ostrich - share the 
land with the residents. The river bank is rife 
with wildlife: herons, ducks, geese, quail, beaver, 
and coyotes. Perhaps a third of the community 
lies in a sliver of still unannexed land along the 
river, outside city limits. Los Duranes remains a 
remarkable island of country thriving in the heart 
of the city. 

In the early 1990's the community began an oral 
history project, financed by the City of Albuquer
que. It aimed at recording the experiences of the 
elders in the neighborhood in the hope that 
descendants of the original inhabitants would 
have their heritage remembered and honored, 
and that newcomers could learn about the rich 
cultural heritage of whch they were to become a 
part. The Albuquerque Museum and KNME 
produced a documentary, "Recuerdos de Los 
Duranes," featuring the oral histories. Narrated 
by Roberto Mondragon, the program, aired in 
April of 1999, can be seen on KNME's "Colores!" 
series' and can be purchased at KNME. 
"Recuerdos de los Duranes" reflects the 
community's rich past, and links it to the future. 

Video tapes from the Los Duranes Oral History 
Project will be available for study at the Albuquerque 
Museum by appointment. 
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